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PRE-APPLICATION AND APPLICATION PHASE 
SUMMARY OF THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 
 
This section of the report is included in compliance with the Regulations. Public participation is an 
integral part of the EIA process, and affords potentially interested and potentially affected parties 
(I&APs) an opportunity to participate in the EIA process, or to comment on any aspect of the 
development proposals. 
 
Other relevant considerations regarding the public participation process being undertaken for this 
project are that: 

• The public participation process being undertaken for this project complies with the requirements 
of the Regulations.  

• The description of the public participation process included in sections below itemises the steps 
and actions undertaken.   

 
Advert was placed in the local newspaper. Witzenberg Herald on 27 June 2025 
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The notices board was placed as per map below on site on 19 June 2025.  
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Site Notice placed at yellow dot.  

 
The pre-application and draft scoping and EIR Report will be emailed to the following key 
Departments: 

• DEA&DP: Development Management 

• CapeNature  

• DEA&DP: Pollution & Chemicals Management  

• DEA&DP: Waste Management  

• Department of Agriculture, Western Cape  

• Heritage Western Cape  

• Cape Winelands District Municipality  

• Department of Water and Sanitation 

• Witzenberg Municipality 

• ESKOM 

 
No registered I&AP’S were registered or requested to be registered on the application in response to 
the advert, site notice and neighbours notices send.  
 
6 Neighbouring properties was identify. Notices was sent via email on 23 June 2025 to owners and 
occupiers of land adjacent to the site where the activity is undertaken. The notice requested them to 
register as Interested and Affective Parties (I&APs) and invited them to provide written comments 
together with the above reference number, their name, contact details and an indication of any direct 
business, financial, personal or other interest which they have in the application to the contact person 
indicated below within 30 days from the date of this notice. The notice also requested the owner to 
inform all persons residing on the property. 
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STEPS TAKEN TO NOTIFY POTENTIALLY INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES 
 
This section of the report is included in compliance with the Regulations. 
 
Potential I&APs were notified about the project by: 
 
1. Fixing a notice board at the boundary of the site in compliance with the Regulations. All 

relevant and required information was displayed on the notice board.   
The notice board contained the following minimum information  
(Size of Board 59.4 x 84.1 cm): 

• how to register as an interested and affected party; 

• the manner in which representations on the application may be made; 

• where further information on the application or activity can be obtained; and 

• the contact details of the person(s) to whom representations may be made. 

• The fact that the public participation process had commenced, that a basic assessment 
process will be followed, the dates within which they can register or send comments and 
what the proposed activity constituted, was displayed.  

 
2. Giving written notice to owners and occupiers of land adjacent to the site where the activity 

is to be undertaken, the municipal councillor of the ward within which the site is located, the 
local municipality and those organs of state having jurisdiction in respect of any aspect of the 
project as required by the Regulations.   

 

3. Placing an advertisement in a local newspaper in compliance with the Regulations. 
 

4. Lists of Identified and Registered Interested and Affected Parties 
This section of the report is included in compliance with the Regulations. This list includes the 
potential as well as the registered Interested and Affected Parties. The list of parties who were 
identified as potential I&APs as per the requirements of the Regulations and the list of parties 
who requested registration as an I&AP, and who are registered on the I&AP database for the 
project as required in terms of the Regulations were included. A Comments and Response 
Report from registered I&AP’s will be included.   
 

5. Workshop with Key Role players 
No workshops were held.  
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TABLE 1:  LIST OF KEY DEPARTMENTS & POTENTIAL INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES  

STAKEHOLDER CONTACT PERSON EMAIL ADDRESS 

DEA&DP: Development Management 
Private Bag X9086 
Cape Town 
8000 

The Director Region 1 
Mr. Zaahir Toefy 

DEADPEIAAdmin@westerncape.gov.za 

CapeNature 
Private Bag X5014 
Stellenbosch 
7599 

Leandra Knoetze  lknoetze@capenature.co.za  

DEA&DP: Pollution and Chemicals Management 
Private Bag X9086 
Cape Town 
8000 

Gunther Frantz  gunther.frantz@westerncape.gov.za 

DEA&DP: Waste Management 
Private Bag X9086 
Cape Town 
8000 

Mr. Saliem Haider Saliem.Haider@westerncape.gov.za 

Department of Agriculture, Western Cape: Land 
Use 
Private Bag X1 
Elsenburg 
7607 

Cor van der Walt landuse.elsenburg@elsenburg.com  

Department of Water and Sanitation 
Private Bag X16 
Sanlamhof 
7532 
  

Mrs. Nelissa Nbobeni 
Mr. Warren Dreyer 

ndobenin2@dws.gov.za  
DreyerW@dws.gov.za  

Heritage Western Cape CEO Heritage Western Cape Ceoheritage@westerncape.gov.za  

mailto:ndobenin2@dws.gov.za
mailto:DreyerW@dws.gov.za
mailto:Ceoheritage@westerncape.gov.za
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Private Bag X9067 
Cape Town 
8001 

Witzenberg Municipality Municipal Manager 
Mayor 
Ward Councillors  

david@witzenberg.gov.za 

Cape Winelands District Municipality 
PO Box 7599 
Stellenbosch  
7599  

The Municipal Manager / 
Mayor / Ward Councillors  

mm@capewinelands.gov.za  

ESKOM Justine Wyngaardt justine.wyngaardt@eskom.co.za 
GridAccessUnit@eskom.co.za 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:justine.wyngaardt@eskom.co.za
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PROOF OF SENDING PRE-APPLICATION DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 
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TABLE 2:  COMMENTS AND RESPONSES TABLE – PRE-APPILCATION DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 
STAKEHOLDER/IAP DATE COMMENT RESPONSE 

Gunther Frantz 
Environmental 
Officer – 
Production: Grade 
C 
Department of 
Environmental 
Affairs and 
Development 
Planning 
Western Cape 
Government 

EMAIL DATED 
28/8/2025 

Good Day Mr Hanekom  
 
Thank you for including the Directorate: Pollution and 
Chemicals Management (D: PCM) as a registered interested 
and affected party for the Pe-App Scoping Report (PrDSR) for 
the clearing of 93Ha vegetation on farm Schalkenbosch, 
Tulbagh.  
 
The D: PCM does not anticipate any significant pollution risks 
as a result of the commenced activities, and thus will not be 
providing comment on the PrDSR. 

 
 
Noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted and thank for comment that the D: PCM does 
not anticipate any significant pollution risks as a result 
of the commenced activities.  

CapeNature  Letter dated 
25/9/25  

RE: The Proposed Vegetation Clearing of approximately 93 Ha 
(consisting of three areas of 5 ha, 51 ha and 37 ha) historically 
ploughed land on the Remainder of Farm 229, Schalkenbosch, 
Tulbagh – Pre-Application Draft Scoping Report 
DEA&DP Ref: TBC 
CapeNature would like to thank you for the opportunity to 
comment on the Pre-Application Draft Scoping Report. Please 
note that our comments pertain primarily to impacts on 
biodiversity and not to the overall desirability of the project. 
1. According to the South African Vegetation Map (2018), the 
areas support Breede Shale Renosterveld (majority of area), 
Breede Shale Fynbos, and a small area of Breede Alluvium 
Fynbos (within Area 1). Based on the NEMBA, Revised 
National List of Ecosystems that are Threatened and in need 
of Protection (2022), all three Vegetation Types are listed as 
Endangered ecosystems. However, the areas appear to be 
largely transformed by previous clearing for agriculture with 
natural vegetation remaining mainly on the edges of the 

Correct. 
 
 
 
 
Noted. 
 
 
 
Correct. Please refer to draft scoping report for more 
detailed description by Dr J-H Keet.  
 
 
 
 
Correct. Some area identified by Dr J-H Keet was 
excluded from the proposed clearing areas.  
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cleared areas and secondary vegetation returning to the areas 
that has been fallow for more than 10 years. 
2. The proposed areas (specifically Area 3) are situated within 
a Terrestrial Critical Biodiversity Area (CBA 1), according to the 
2023 Biodiversity Spatial Plan (BSP). CBAs include areas that 
are usually, but not always in a natural condition that are 
required to meet biodiversity targets for species, ecosystems 
or ecological processes and ecological infrastructure. The 
terrestrial CBA is mapped due to the presence of the 
threatened vegetation type, East Coast Shale Renosterveld 
Channelled Valley Bottom Wetland and Climate Adaptation 
Corridor and it is essential that these areas are maintained in 
a natural or near-natural state, with no further loss of habitat 
and degraded areas should ideally be rehabilitated. Only low-
impact, biodiversity sensitive land uses are appropriate. 
Furthermore, according to the 2017 BSP, the proposed areas 
are situated in a CBA1 (Area 3) and Area 1 is partially within 
an Ecological Support Area (ESA 2: Restore). ESAs play an 
important role in supporting the functioning of Critical 
Biodiversity Areas (CBAs) and can be vital for delivering 
ecosystem services. The ESA is mapped due to the presence 
of a wetland, for Water source protection (Berg River), 
Watercourse protection (South Western Coastal Belt) and 
where possible, the area should be restored and/or managed 
to maintain soil and water-related services. Additionally, the 
area is situated in a Strategic Water Source Area (SWSA) for 
Surface (Boland) and Groundwater (Tulbagh-Ashton Valley) 
and is next to the Witzenberg Nature Reserve (to the East of 
the proposed development). 
3. The Pre-Application Draft Scoping Report indicates the 
Professional Team under Section 1.3.2 (Page 9), however only 
one person is listed. For an application of this magnitude that 

 
 
Correct. This will be included in the plant species and 
terrestrial biodiversity assessment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted. Please refer to Draft Scoping. Plant and 
Terrestrial biodiversity assessment will be conducted 
by Dr J-H Keet, Animal Species must sytill be confirm 
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will affect large areas of CBA and involves the clearing of more 
than 20 ha of threatened vegetation types, we prefer that 
Specialist Studies are conducted by independent Specialist. 
Furthermore, please can you clarify if only the yellow areas 
(polygons) in Area 2 (51 ha) and Area 3 (37 ha) will be cleared 
and what the red areas or polygons refer to. Additionally, also 
provide a map with the Site photographs (Appendix C) to 
indicate in which direction and from which locality each 
photograph was taken. 
4. CapeNature will provide further comments once more 
detailed information is available in the Scoping Report and the 
accompanying Specialist studies. 
CapeNature reserves the right to revise initial comments and 
request further information based on any additional 
information that may be received. 

and Aquatic Biodiversity must be confirm by 
Department of Water and Sanitation, but because it is 
for the establishing of old agricultural lands and a 32m 
buffer as recommended by Dr J-H Keet, Dr J-H Keet 
recommended that a Aquatic Biodiversity assessment 
is not required because the site only contain non-
perennial water courses.  
 
 
Noted.  
 
 
Noted.  

Department of 
Water and 
Sanitation  

Letter dated 
26/9/25 

PRE-APPLICATION DRAFT SCOPING REPORT FOR THE 
PROPOSED VEGETATION CLEARING OF APPROXIMATELY 93 
HA (CONSISTING OF THREE AREAS OF 5HA, 51 HA AND 37HA) 
HISTORICALLY PLOUGHED LAND WHERE THE TOPSOIL WAS 
NOT LEGALLY DISTURBED THE LAST 10 YEARS ON REMAINDER 
OF FARM SCHALKENBOSCH 229, TULBAGH 
Reference is made to the above-mentioned document dated 
August 2025 with no DEA&DP reference number. 
This Department has perused the above mentioned document 
and has the following comments: 
The proposed activity will trigger the following water uses in 
terms of Section 21 of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 
1998): 
• (c) impeding or diverting the flow of water in a 
watercourse;& 
• (i) altering the bed, banks, course or characteristics of a 
watercourse. 

Noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
Correct.  
 
Noted. 
 
Noted. Please take note that this is to re-establish old 
lands and the ecologist recommended a 32m buffer 
from water courses to ensure sufficient buffer and if 
the 32m buffer is established, then water use 
authorization would not be required. However, if DWS 
does not agree with this, a Water Use Authorization 
application will be submitted to start the process and 
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Kindly advise your client to apply for Water Use Authorisation 
from this Department prior to commencing with any of the 
activities. 
A Risk Matrix indicating the impacts of the proposed activity 
must be submitted as per Government Gazette No. 49833 in 
Government Notice 4167 dated 08 December 2023. 
Water use authorisation and registration must be applied for 
and obtained prior to commencement of the proposed 
activities by following https://www.dws.gov.za/ewulaas/ 
Note that this Department reserves the right to amend and/or 
add to the comments made above in the light of subsequent 
information received. 
Please do not hesitate to contact the above office should 
there be any queries. 

in order to be concluded at the end of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment process.  
 
Noted. Risk matrix will be submitted together with 
Water Use Authorization process.  
 
Noted. Please refer to response above.  
 
 
Noted.  
 
 
Noted.  

 
 

https://www.dws.gov.za/ewulaas/
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